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Global Appraiser of Individual Needs – 
Short Screener (GAIN-SS)

Preparation to Administer the GAIN-SS
The GAIN-SS has been designed to be administered by pupil services professionals in schools with the understanding they will take the necessary steps to develop the requisite knowledge and skills to utilize this screening tool in a professional and competent manner. 

Preparation to utilize the GAIN-SS includes all of the following steps.

1. Download  and read all materials related to the GAIN-SS available at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sspw/pupilsvcsgainss.html, including:

a. Global Appraiser of Individual Needs – Short Screener (GAIN-SS)

b. Manual

c. Screening tool

d. Student information

e. Consent form

2. Watch the webcast that explains how to administer the GAIN-SS available at http://media2.wi.gov/DPI/Viewer/?peid=c89b8bde-f715-4e90-ab0b-228515c53e83. 
3. Go to http://www.wifamilyties.org/ and click on the GAIN-SS link to find the electronic tool you will administer to students. You will need to select your CESA and county and then enter a password. To get your password, contact Susan Endres at Susan.Endres@dhs.wi.gov or (608) 266-2476.
4. Identify available community-based assessment and treatment providers within your geographic region. 

· A list of local treatment providers can be found at the Project Fresh Light website at http://www.projectfreshlight.org/treatment-directory.pdf. 
· Identify who provides assessment and treatment for the primary insurance plans within your area. 

· Information on BadgerCare Plus is available at http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/badgercareplus/. 

· Information on how parents can access adolescent substance abuse treatment is available on the Wisconsin Family Ties website at http://www.wifamilyties.org/.

5. Inform the community-based assessment and treatment providers in your area of your school district’s plan for administration of the GAIN-SS, so they will be prepared for a potential increase in referrals. Share the websites where they can obtain more information about the GAIN-SS, if they so choose. 

6. Educate yourself about the rights of minors and their parents, regarding minors’ access to alcohol and other drug and mental health treatment. Information is available on the Department of Health Services website at http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/clientrights/minors.htm.

7. Seek out additional information, if necessary. Questions can be directed to the following individuals.

· Technical assistance on the GAIN-SS

Susan Endres, Project Fresh Light Coordinator

Department of Health Services

Susan.Endres@dhs.wi.gov or (608) 266-2476

· Accessing the GAIN-SS on-line

Hugh Davis, Executive Director

Wisconsin Family Ties

hugh@wifamilyties.org or (608) 267-6888

· Privacy and school policy questions

Nic Dibble, Consultant, School Social Work Services

Department of Public Instruction

nic.dibble@dpi.wi.gov or (608) 266-0963

Administration of the GAIN-SS
1. Be sure the student is fully informed about what the GAIN-SS is, why you are proposing the student complete this screening tool, and what will be done with the results. For your convenience, a Student Information form has been developed to give to students prior to the administration of the GAIN-SS. Be sure to allow the student to decline to participate. If the student declines to participate, utilize alternative strategies to determine how to proceed (e.g., informal interview with student, contact the parent with concerns).

2. Obtain written consent to administer the GAIN-SS. A parent/guardian must give permission, if the student is a minor. An adult student must give permission for him/herself.

3. Share the results of the GAIN-SS with the student and parent(s), as appropriate and allowed by law. Remember that under Wisconsin law, a student must give written permission to share any self-disclosed concerns about alcohol or other drug use. See below.

118.126 Privileged communications.
(1) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker and nurse, and any teacher or administrator designated by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, shall keep confidential informa​tion received from a pupil that the pupil or another pupil is using or is experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs unless:

(a) The pupil using or experiencing problems resulting from the use of alcohol or other drugs consents in writing to disclosure of the information;

(b) The school psychologist, counselor, social worker, nurse, teacher or administrator has reason to believe that there is serious and imminent danger to the health, safety or life of any person and that disclosure of the information to another person will alleviate the serious and imminent danger. No more information than is required to alleviate the serious and imminent danger may be disclosed; or

(c) The information is required to be reported under s. 48.981.

(2) A school psychologist, counselor, social worker or nurse, or any teacher or administrator designated by the school board who engages in alcohol or drug abuse program activities, who in good faith discloses or fails to disclose information under sub. (1) is immune from civil liability for such acts or omissions. This subsection does not apply to information required to be reported under s. 48.981.

4. If indicated based upon the results of the GAIN-SS, share appropriate community-based assessment providers with the student and parent(s). You can increase the likelihood a referral will be acted on if you tailor your information about community-based assessment providers to the family’s insurance situation (e.g., share the providers that the family’s insurance will pay). Be prepared to accommodate families that may not have health insurance or be under-insured with information about nonprofit providers that utilize a sliding-fee scale.

5. Seek consent to receive the results of the community-based assessment and to work cooperatively with any community-based treatment to support the student’s academic achievement. Some students and families may be more comfortable granting consent, if the people in the school who will have access to this information is very limited. Information related to mental health or AOD assessment and treatment is considered patient health care information. Under the law, this confidential information has a higher level of protection. Release forms must include the following information to share patient health care information. [Wis. Stat. 146.81(2)]

· the name of the person whose record is being released;

· the type of information to be disclosed;

· the types of health care providers making the disclosure;

· the purpose of the disclosure, such as whether the disclosure is for further medical care, for an application for insurance, to obtain payment of an insurance claim, for a disability determination, for a vocational rehabilitation evaluation, for a legal investigation or for other specified purposes;

· the individual, agency, or organization to which disclosure is made;

· the signature of the patient or the person authorized by the patient and, if signed by a person authorized by the patient, the relationship of the person to the patient or the authority of the person;

· the date on which the consent is signed; and 

· the time period during which the consent is effective. 

Community-based assessment and treatment providers may be more comfortable releasing patient health care information, if you utilize that agency’s release form.

Follow-up after Administration of the GAIN-SS

1. Contact the student and parent, as appropriate and allowed by law, a few days later to determine if an appointment has been made and if the student and/or family needs any assistance.

2. Contact the student and parent, as appropriate and allowed by law, within a day or two after the scheduled appointment to learn their impressions of the assessment and what recommendations were made.

3. If consent has been obtained, contact the assessment provider to learn of the assessment results and what recommendations have been made. 

4. Determine how the school needs to be involved and support any indicated treatment (e.g., referral to Student Assistance Program, liaison to treatment provider). If appropriate, refer the student for a school-based evaluation (i.e., IEP Team, 504 Team).

Local Treatment Providers
A list of local treatment providers can be found at the Project Fresh Light website at http://www.projectfreshlight.org/treatment-directory.pdf. 
Information on Parents’ and Minors’ Rights to Treatment

Information for parents regarding the treatment of their children can be accessed on the Department of Health Services website at http://dhs.wisconsin.gov/clientrights/minors.htm. In addition, minors’ rights related to treatment are also described.

Information for Parents Regarding Access to Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment

Information on how parents can access adolescent substance abuse treatment is available on the Wisconsin Family Ties website at http://www.wifamilyties.org/. 

Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment Framework
The Adolescent Substance Abuse Treatment Framework shares best practices in treatment. This document can be found at http://www.wifamilyties.org/ and http://www.projectfreshlight.org.

Health Insurance Coverage for Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment 
On October 3, 2008, the Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 was signed into law. There are two key changes:

1. Group health plans will be required to apply the same treatment limits on mental health or substance-related disorder benefits as they do for medical and surgical benefits.

2. This new parity requirement will be extended to inpatient and outpatient services, whether in-network or out-of-network, and to emergency care services.

Notably, this new law revised the definition of "mental health benefits" to now include substance-related disorder benefits. The law also requires group health plans to apply the same beneficiary financial requirements to mental health or substance-related disorder benefits as they apply for medical and surgical benefits, including limits on deductibles, co-payments and out-of-pocket expenses.

If plans have limits on hospital inpatient days and/or outpatient visits for mental health treatments, but not for other treatments, they will be required to change their current plan design to comply with these new requirements.

The new law is applicable to plan years beginning after October 3, 2009 and to group health insurance plans under a collective bargaining agreement at the expiration of such agreement or by January 1, 2009.

Employers with fewer than 50 employees during the preceding calendar year are not required to comply with these new requirements. For purposes of determining group size, both part-time and full-time employees are included. Plans offering only HIPAA-excepted benefits are not required to comply (e.g., dental, vision only). Non-federal governmental plans that are self-funded may choose not to comply.  
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