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REMODELING REQUESTS 
 
Costs associated with remodeling due to the unique needs of a student or students with a disability are allowable under IDEA 
grants. A project is considered “remodeling” rather than “construction” if the alterations are to a previously completed 
building and the cost of the project is $100,000 or less. The remodeling costs must be an excess cost of special education. 
Costs must be necessary and reasonable. Districts must have prior approval from DPI to use IDEA funds for remodeling. The 
approval process is completed through the web-based IDEA budget.  
 

Requests for remodeling projects are available in the Capital section (500 objects) of the IDEA budget:  

 
 
The remodeling budget item is available in the capital section (500 objects) of the flow-through and preschool entitlement 
and recovery budgets, but not CEIS. Remodeling is not an allowable cost for coordinated early intervening services funds. 
 
When “Remodeling (Excess Cost Only)” is selected, the district will be required to answer additional questions that will 
provide DPI with the information necessary to approve or disapprove the request to use IDEA funds for remodeling: 

 
 
When answers are provided to these required questions, click on the “Add” button to include the record in the IDEA budget. 
DPI will be able to view the district’s responses to the remodeling questions through the normal budget review process.  
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Remodeling Costs – Allowed & Not Allowed 
 

REMODELING: These are alterations to a previously completed building. The remodeling costs must be an excess cost of 
special education. Therefore, the costs must be associated with remodeling due to the unique needs of a student or students 
with a disability. Costs must be both necessary and reasonable.  Examples of approvable remodeling projects include:  

1. Remodeling a bathroom for use by preschool children with disabilities or children with disabilities who have limited 
mobility. 

2. Widening of doorways for wheelchair accessibility. 

3. Remodeling part of a facility so it may be used to teach daily living skills. 

4. Construction of a ramp to permit access to a facility by a child with a disability.  

The following costs are not approvable: 

1. Routine maintenance, e.g., painting, re-carpeting, network wiring. 

2. Repairs. 

3. Building renovations not specifically to meet the needs of children with disabilities. An LEA may not fund part of a 
remodeling project by charging a proportionate share to IDEA simply because the remodeled facility will also be 
used by children with disabilities.  
 

 
 
 


