Policy/Guidelines for Administering

Braille Refresher Course and Wisconsin Braille Competency Exam
The Wisconsin Braille Competency Examination (WBCE) is designed to test the knowledge and skills of teachers of the visually impaired and is required as part of the teacher certification and licensing process.  Since President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act, all states are accountable for ensuring that all teachers are highly qualified.  This examination, as set forth by the Department of Public Instruction (DPI), aids in accountability and fulfillment of the promise of the No Child Left Behind Act.

The WBCE consists of four parts:

· Part I: Rule Questions

Scoring: Start with 50 points. Points deducted for incorrect answers vary from fractions of one up to two. Passing score: 40
· Part II: Proofreading

Scoring: Start with 50 points. One point deducted for overlooked errors or incorrectly identified errors. Passing score: 42

· Part III: Braillewriter

Scoring: Start with 50 points. Two points deducted for each error. Passing score: 42

· Part IV: Slate and Stylus

Scoring: Start with 50 points. Two points deducted for each error. Passing score: 42

DPI has developed a four-day Braille refresher course to help prepare teachers for the WBCE.  This refresher course is sponsored by the DPI, and credits may be earned through institutions of higher learning.

How to Register for the Braille Refresher Course

· The Braille Refresher Course is offered once a year in August.  The registration form is posted on DPI's vision program webpage: http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/vision.html

· The cost for this course is $100 for 4 days.

· Checks or money orders should be made payable to Department of Public Instruction and sent to DPI Business Office, PO Box 7841, Madison WI 53707-7841

How to Register for the Wisconsin Braille Competency Examination (WBCE)

· The WBCE is offered at least twice a year, once in August and once in February or March.  The registration form is posted on DPI's vision program webpage: http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/vision.html.

· The cost is $25.00 for each time the exam is taken.

· Checks or money orders should be made payable to Department of Public Instruction and sent to DPI Business Office, PO Box 7841, Madison WI 53707-7841

Accommodations for Individuals with Disabilities

DPI is required to ensure that examinees with disabilities receive appropriate accommodations for the purpose of the exam.  Registrants must indicate on the registration form their disability and what possible accommodations are needed.

Test Location

The Braille Refresher Course & WBCE will be held at offices of the DPI within the city of Madison, or as designated by the State Vision Consultant.

Scores

The DPI will have (6) six weeks from the date of the exam to inform examinees of results.  NO scores will be given over the phone or by persons administering the test.

If there appears to be a discrepancy with a score report, the examinee will have 15 working days to submit in writing to DPI a request to have the test regraded at no additional cost to the examinee.

Scores are only official once a letter is issued from the State Vision Consultant indicating the results.

DPI Licensing Department will be provided with the names of examinees when they have passed all 4 sections of the WBCE.

Administration of the WBCE

This is the official State of Wisconsin examination for teachers of the visually impaired.  It is at the sole discretion of the state vision consultant on how this test is to be administered and who shall be authorized to administer it.

For additional informational, please contact Stacy Grandt at 608-758-6145.

