Multi-Year Individualized Education Program 

Demonstration Program
Comments to proposed requirements and selection criteria due March 6, 2006

Background:

The multi-year IEP program is one of two demonstration programs authorized under IDEA 2004 designed to address an identified national need to reduce the paperwork burden associated with IEPs.  The federal Department of Education will select up to 15 states, based on submitted proposals, to participate in the pilot multi-year IEP demonstration program.  Selected states will, at a minimum, assist in developing the specifics of the evaluation plan, assure that districts participating in the multi-year IEP will participate in the evaluation, supply data relevant to the outcomes being measured (e.g., student achievement and functional outcome data, complaint numbers), provide background information on relevant state policies and practices, provide access to current student IEPs, and complete questionnaires and participate in interviews.  Selected states will receive an annual incentive of $25,000 to be used to support the program related evaluation activities in the state.

Purpose:

To improve long-term planning for children with disabilities, and increase the resources and time available for classroom instruction through the development and use of comprehensive multi-year IEPs.

Project Proposal Requirements:

· States must agree to participate in a quasi-experimental research evaluation design study using data on the following outcomes: Educational and functional results for students with disabilities, time and resource expenditures by IEP team members and teachers, quality of long-term education plans incorporated in IEPs, and degree of collaboration among IEP members. These outcomes will be compared for students having multi-year IEPs and students who are matched on type of disability, age, prior educational outcomes, and to the extent feasible, the nature of the special education services, who do not have multi-year IEPs.
· LEAs selected to participate agree to fully cooperate in the evaluation, and provide all required information and data including access multi-year IEPs and non-multi-year IEPs from matched participating children with disabilities.
· States must identify elements of multi-year IEPs coinciding with natural transition points, but not exceeding three years including measurable long-term goals and measurable annual goals.

· States must identify a process for review and revision of multi-year IEPs including annual review.

· States must describe how the State obtained broad stakeholder input (including from school and district personnel and parents) in developing the list of required elements for each multi-year IEP and the process for the review and revision of each multi-year IEP.

· States must assure that parents are informed in writing of any differences between the requirements relating to the content, development, review, and revision of IEPs under section 614(d) of the Act and the State's requirements relating to the content, development, review, and revision of IEPs under the State's approved Multi-Year IEP Program proposal.
· Parent participation in a multi-year IEP is voluntary requiring informed consent with the option of revoking consent at anytime which if exercised would require the LEA to develop an IEP required under sec. 614(d) within 30 calendar days.
· States must secure informed consent from parents to share information with the evaluator.
· States must secure the cooperation of the parent to participate in interviews, and respond to surveys and questionnaires.
