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Dear Parents:

Welcome to the new Wisconsin DeafBlind Technical Assistance Project (WDBTAP).  This is the new federal deafblind project for the state of Wisconsin being housed within the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. This project was previously housed at the Silver Lake College as Wisconsin Deafblind Education. We thank Silver Lake College for maintaining this project and all of their efforts for deafblind children throughout our state.
This letter is in regards to registering your child with the Wisconsin DeafBlind Technical Assistance Project. This is a federally funded project that offers FREE services which are available to you once your child is entered into the federal deafblind census. WDBTAP serves children from birth through 21 years. The project has been designed to tailor services to your specific needs – based on individual children/youth and their teams (including parents). The project also offers regional and statewide workshops for parents and professionals as well as parent-specific activities including an annual family weekend.
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If your child is already registered, then each year the “contact person” (as indicated on the initial New Referral form) will receive a one-page summary of your child’s information contained in the federal deafblind census.  This will need to be updated and returned annually as well.  This is to ensure that the project maintains contact with you, for the purposes of informing you of upcoming activities and exciting new initiatives. Please take a moment to look over the information on the summary sheet and make sure it is correct or make any necessary changes and return in the enclosed addressed and stamped envelope no later than March 1 of the current year.  Please feel free to contact Becky Hovde if you need assistance or have questions.

The Wisconsin Deafblind Technical Assistance Project looks forward to many years of supporting children who are deafblind.  Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

Becky Hovde
WDBTAP Census Coordinator
Summary:

1. Does your child have a COMBINATION of vision and hearing loss or does your child have brain damage that interferes with their ability to process visual and auditory information?  If you answered yes to either of these questions it is likely that your child would qualify as a child who is deafblind.

2. If your child is not currently on the deafblind registry but you would like to add them to the registry, please fill out the New Referral Packet form.
3. Fill out the Wisconsin Deafblind Technical Assistance Project Communication and functional hearing, vision form.
4. Return all forms in the self-addressed stamped envelope.

5. If you have any questions about the census please contact:



Becky Hovde


Census Coordinator



(608)356-2023



rebecca.hovde@wesp-dhh.wi.gov
**If your child is currently on the deafblind registry, please review the one page summary sheet and make any necessary changes and return in the self-addressed stamped envelope.
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You can access our service by doing the following:


	Identify a child who has a COMBINATION of vision and hearing losses





Please note that the large majority of children who are on the deafblind census are in classrooms for children who are CD/cross-categorical and may or may not have a teacher of the visually impaired or a teacher of the deaf/hard of hearing working with them.  A few children who are deafblind are in programs for deaf/hard of hearing OR blind/visually impaired.  Some children who are eligible may not yet have been medically diagnosed with visual or hearing issues – such as children with cortical involvement (vision and hearing brain-related issues).  However, parents and teachers will have noticed that these children function as if they are blind/visually impaired and deaf/hard of hearing and need specific training for those two senses.





This is NOT considered a duplication of the count that is done by the Department of Public Instruction on October 1st (IDEA Federal student count) or the Federal Quota program census which is also conducted annually. A child can be listed as CD on the October 1 child count and still be registered on the federal deafblind census as well.





	Complete and return the “New Referral” form and the Communication and Functional Hearing, Vision form to:


		Becky Hovde


		WDBTAP Census Coordinator


		124 2nd Street #11


		Baraboo, WI  53913


	If your child is already on the federal deafblind census and would like to update your child’s information during 		the year or if you would like to check to see if your child is on the federal deafblind census, you can contact 		Becky Hovde by phone or by email (608)356-2023, �HYPERLINK "mailto:rebecca.hovde@wesp-dhh.wi.gov"��rebecca.hovde@wesp-dhh.wi.gov�.








