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Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s):

Beginning September 1, 2010, the department required families planning to homeschool to file Form PI-1206 electronically.  During last year’s transition period to a paperless, online form, we allowed a few paper exceptions.  There will not be any exceptions allowed this year or for the foreseeable future.  The electronic form for 2011-12 will be available August 15, 2011.  If you are planning to homeschool your child(ren) for the 2011-12 school year, you must file this form electronically with the DPI.  The electronic form will be available as a link on our Home-Based Private Education Program website (http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/homeb.html) beginning August 15, 2011.
Wisconsin Statute 118.15(4), states that “instruction in a home-based private educational program that meets all of the criteria under s. 118.165(1) may be substituted for attendance at a public or private school.”  Section 118.165(1), Wis. Stats., requires that a program of at least 875 hours of instruction be provided each school year.  In addition, the educational program must provide a sequentially progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction in six subject areas (reading, language arts, mathematics, social studies, science and health).  It is your responsibility to ensure that these requirements are met.  The DPI recommends that you maintain in the home a school calendar verifying the minimum of 875 hours of instruction and course outlines verifying that there exists a sequentially progressive curriculum of fundamental instruction, as well as a copy of your printed, submitted electronic PI-1206 form.  The DPI does not provide curricula for home-based private educational programs.

Please note that you do not need to file form PI-1206 if your child will be enrolled in a Wisconsin virtual charter school.  These schools are public schools and all children enrolled in them are considered public school students even though they receive instruction at home.  If, however, your child will be enrolled in an out-of-state or a privately operated correspondence or virtual school, he/she is considered enrolled in a home-based private educational program and form PI-1206 must be completed and submitted online.  If you are unsure as to whether the virtual school in which your child will be enrolled is a Wisconsin virtual charter school, please contact the school.

When completing the form, please list in the space provided the current grade level of only the children who will be enrolled in the home-based program and be sure to select the name of the school district in which you will be residing on September 16, 2011.  If your mailing address is a post office box, please also indicate your street address.  This information is used by the school district to verify residency.  Please read carefully the statutory provisions related to home-based private educational programs in Wisconsin and respond to the true/false statement on Page 5 of the online form.  A true response indicates that your home-based program meets all of the statutory requirements.  A false response indicates that your home-based program does not meet all of the statutory requirements and therefore it cannot be registered as a home-based private educational program.
If all sections of the form are not fully and accurately completed, you will not be able to submit your form electronically.  Your child(ren) will not be considered enrolled in a home-based private educational program until the completed form is submitted electronically and received by the DPI.  

After completing and submitting the form, please print a copy for your personal records.  On the date the DPI receives the completed, electronic form, your child or children will be officially enrolled in a home-based private educational program.  The district staff in the school district you indicate on the form as your school district of residence will also have immediate access to the online data.  Therefore, copies will no longer be sent to you (parent) or the school administrator at the district in which you reside. All information will be accessed electronically.
The Department of Public Instruction does not provide personal consultation or technical assistance regarding home-based private educational programs.  State Superintendent
Tony Evers has ensured that the statutory responsibilities related to the home-based private educational program reporting process will be carried out.

Information about homeschooling in Wisconsin is also available on DPI’s website at www.dpi.wi.gov/sms/homeb.html. 
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