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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #366 October 9, 2009
FALL SCHOOL DISTRICT CERTIFICATION OF 2009 VALUES - TAX APPORTIONMENT:  Please share this information with the district’s administrator and school board clerk.  

DISREGARD THE OCTOBER 1 COMPUTER VALUES LETTER FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE.  The values for some districts have been changed by DOR.    

The Wisconsin Department of Revenue (DOR) certifies two versions of equalized property values to the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) for each calendar year.  The property values are provided to the DPI for distribution to school districts.  In the fall, DOR certifies values to be used for the tax apportionment of school levy.  In the spring, DOR certifies equalized property values for the purpose of school aid computation. 

The Fall School District Certification of 2009 Values - Tax Apportionment for each district are located on the team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pdf/fallcert2009.pdf  (SELECT PRINT PAGE).   They will be used by school district clerks to certify the 2009-10 school district tax levies to municipal clerks.  Districts will use the values with TID excluded (TID-Out) for apportionment of the school levy.  

The DOR also certifies an additional property value in the fall.  This value, TID Out Exempt Computer Value, is the value of computers within your district that is exempt from the school district property tax.  Districts will use this value to calculate a state aid payment that is intended to replace the tax money that has been lost due to the property tax exempt status of computers.  It is important for districts to calculate the amount of this aid payment because it does affect your district's maximum fund 10 levy under revenue limits.  In essence, the exempt computer aid replaces a portion of your district's maximum allowable fund 10 levy. The 2009-10 Excel pre-populated revenue limit worksheet located at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/revlimworksheet.html  calculates the computer aid payment districts will receive on July 26, 2010 per s. 79.095(4), Wis. Stats.

It is important to note that districts should not attempt to calculate their computer exemption aid until they have calculated what they believe will be their final revenue limit computation which includes the department's October 15 certification of the district's 2009-10 general aid payment and all proposed tax levies. 
2009-10 PRE-POPULATED EXCEL REVENUE LIMIT WORKSHEET:  This worksheet has been updated with the following data:  district reported September Third Friday Pupil Count converted to FTE, 2009 Tax Appointment with Computer Values, and updates to the Transfer of Service, Impact Aid and Energy revenue limit exemptions.  It is located on the team’s website at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/revlimworksheet.html.  Note:  districts are responsible for the calculation of the district’s revenue limit.  This worksheet is provided to assist districts with that responsibility.  Please contact a school finance consultant should you have questions about the worksheet.
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
[October 15:  Posting of District General Equalization Aid Certification to Team’s Website/Newsletter] 
[October 15:  PI 401 Tax Levy Report opens for district data entry]
[October 19:  PI 1504 2009-10 Budget and PI 1504 Special Education Budget Reports open for district data entry]
[November 1:  Last day for School Board setting of levies]
[November 6:  Last day for School Board to Certify Levies to Municipalities]
[November 13: PI 401 Tax Levy Report due][November 16:  SAGE/SPED Payments]
[December 1:  District Audited Financial Statements due from District Auditors]
[December 4:  PI 1504 Budget and PI 1504 SPED Budgets due]

[December 7:  General Equalization Aid Payment]

[December 21:  SPED Payment]
SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY: 2009-10 PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, 2009-10 PI 1500 District Contacts Report, 2009-10 PI 1563 Pupil Count Report, PI 1563 YCA Pupil Count Report, 2009-10 PI 1547 for Summer of 2009 Transportation
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: September 30, 2009

SEPTEMBER 29 GENERAL EQUALIZATION AID RUN:  The finance team has posted a general equalization aid run (data check) to the finance team’s website located under the “Worksheets” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/aid_worksheets.html.  This aid run is NOT your district’s October 15 aid certification.  Some required pieces of data are still incomplete.  The finance team asks districts to check the aid run for membership, shared cost and equalized values and to contact the finance team should you have questions about the data. Again, the importance of this aid run check is to ensure that your district’s data factors are accurate.

Districts that receive Intra-District, Inter-District, and Special Adjustment General Aids will find a new feature now included in the Excel aid workbook. On a separate tab titled “Breakdown of Line I1,” the computational details for each of these aid programs are displayed. Color-coding on both worksheets will assist districts in identifying which amounts from the breakdown page were summed to arrive at the numbers on the main page.  If you have questions, please contact a school finance consultant.  
ARRA STATE FISCAL STABILIZATION FUND SURVEYS:  The stabilization fund surveys were e-mailed to district administrators on Tuesday morning.  Over one hundred districts have already submitted the surveys that are due on Friday, October 2.  A reminder e-mail will be sent out on Thursday morning to those districts that have not submitted at that time.  Should you have questions about these surveys, contact David Carlson by telephone at (608) 266-6968 or by e-mail at david.carlson@dpi.wi.gov.

2009 EQUALIZED VALUES TAX APPORTIONMENT:  The finance team will be e-mailing these values to district contacts as soon as they have been received from the Department of Revenue and reviewed by the finance team.  Districts use these values to set their tax levies for the 2009-10 school fiscal year.  Notification of the availability of these values will also be noted in an upcoming listserve message.
PI 1563 AND PI 1563 YCA PUPIL COUNT REPORTS:  These reports are due Friday, October 2.  The finance team will add the district pupil counts (fte) into the pre-populated 2009-10 Excel revenue limit calculation worksheet that districts use to identify maximum tax levies.  This listserve will notify districts when the pupil counts have been added to the pre-populated revenue limit worksheet.
PI 1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT SUMMER 2009:  The 2009-2010 PI-1547 Pupil Transportation Report is opened for 2009 Summer School ridership count entry.  Per s. 121.58 (4) Wis. Stats., the department is required to collect this information by October 1st.  You should only enter summer data but not submit the report at this time.  

PI 1505 ANNUAL REPORT DUE FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2:  Please contact a school finance consultant or auditor should you need help with this report.
SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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