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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #357 August 5, 2009 
QUALIFIED SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND (QSCB) AND QUALIFIED ZONE ACADMENY BOND (QZAB) AUTHORITY AWARDS:  The department today announced the QSCB and QZAB low or no interest bond awards for 2009 and they are available on the department’s website at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/qscb.html and http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/recovery.html.  There will be a second round of bond allocations for 2010 and district administrators will receive notification of these new opportunities as soon as the details become available. 
NEW BUSINESS OFFICIAL/BOOKKEEPER/SUPERINTENDENT WORKSHOP AUGUST 12-13:  The DPI School Finance Team and WASBO are sponsoring a workshop that gives new business managers, bookkeepers and superintendents a head start on school finance issues. Many different issues will be covered, including revenue limits, equalization aid, reporting requirements, accounting transactions, special education reporting, ARRA and others. More information and sign up can be found at http://www.wasbo.com/   Contact WASBO or a School Finance Consultant with questions. 

2008-2009 REVENUE LIMIT TRANSFER OF SERVICE:  Pass this information to the district personnel who are responsible for Transfer of Service.  The Reporting Portal will remain open until August 8th for all Part B verifications and also for the Summary Report.  Amendments to unverified Part B’s and to the Summary Report can be made on-line at any time up to the due-date of August 8th. When submitting the summary, make sure the actual requested amounts have been keyed into the far right column.  District Transfer of Service requests are not considered submitted unless the summary has been properly completed.

Districts are reminded to complete all verification requests being made for former students that have transferred to other Wisconsin public schools.  It is important for the requesting district to get the verifications from prior districts so that they can properly complete their TOS request.

Districts can go into their finance team reporting portal to see if there are any verification requests they need to fill out.  Go to: https://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/safr/ and navigate to your district.  Click on: Status & Due Dates and the Transfer of Service section will indicate if there are TOS-Part B's Pending.  Your password will be needed to go past the next screen.

Further information regarding Transfer of Service, including the request log, can be found at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/transerv.html. This request log will list the amounts properly submitted by each district as of the date at the top of the page. 

Contact Brad Adams by e-mail at bradley.adams@dpi.wi.gov or by telephone at (608) 267-3752 should you have questions.

SCHOOL AID VALUES BY MUNICIPALITY:  The finance team has recently posted the 2008 Spring School Aid Values by Municipality to the team’s website under “Property Valuation” on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pdf/springcert08.pdf.  
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
 [August 7:  Partial Staff Furlough]
[August 10:  PI 5000 Transfer of Service Part A Due]
[August 12-13:  WASBO/DPI New Business Staff Workshop]
[August 14:  PI 5000 Transfer of Service Part B Due]
[August 21:  PI 5000 Transfer of Service Summary Due/PI 1505 Census Report Due]
[August 28:  PI 1505 AC Aid Certification Due]
[September 4:  Electronic Newsletter:  PI 1563 September Pupil Count Report Information, PI 1547 Pupil Transportation Report - Summer 2009, PI 1505 Full Financial Annual Report and Unresolved Contracts, PI 1588 Supplemental Aid with Large Area Report, Indirect Cost Information, Upcoming Mailings and Important Dates]
[September 4:  PI 1505 SE (Special Education) report due]
[September 14:  PI 1506 AC/PI 1506 FB Reports Due from District Auditors]
[September 18:  Third Friday Pupil Count Date/Open PI 1563 including YCA (Youth Challenge Academy) Report]
[September 21:  First Equalization Aid Payment 15% Prior Yr/ Sparsity Aid Payment/PI 1506 AC Paper and No Valid License Listing Due]
SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY:  2008-09 PI 1505 Aid Certification (AC) Report, PI 1505 Annual Report, 2008-09 PI 1505 SE Special Education Annual Report; 2008-09 PI 1547 Transportation Report, 2008-09 PI 1505 Calendar Report, 2009-10 PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, 2009-10 PI 1500 District Contacts Report, 2009-10 PI 5000 Transfer of Service Report, 2009-10 PI 1505 Census Report, 2008-09 PI 1505 SE Special Education Budget Report, 2008-09 PI 1504 Budget Report

PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: July 29, 2009

SCHOOL BASED SERVICES (SBS) MEDICAID:  In prior years, Medicaid revenue was reported in fund 10, source 981.  That was prior to the requirement of cost reports for federal funding.  For the 2008-09 fiscal year, these funds are federal dollars and are most appropriate in a source 700.  Since they come through the Department of Health Services (DHS), it would be appropriate to code them to source 780.  Auditors were made aware of this change and should be expecting to see this revenue in a federal source.  In addition, these revenues are most likely for special education costs, so the revenue should be accounted for in fund 27.

SBS PROPER CODING OF REVENUES RECEIVED:  If your district received (SBS) Medicaid Revenue in 2008-09:


1.  Direct - code to fund 27, source 780;


2.  From a CESA - code to fund 27, source 517;


3.  From another School District - code to fund 27, source 317.

SBS PAYMENTS TO THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATORS:  We also recommend that if you contract with a third party vendor to administrator your Medicaid claiming, that the administrative fee also be accounted for in fund 27.  An appropriate function to use would be 252000, project code 019.

SBS PRIOR YEAR PAYMENTS:  If you receive a notice prior to June 30 that an amount is payable as a result of an audit you should record a payable at year end of the unpaid portion of the assessment. The payable should be recorded in Fund 27, Object 971, Function 492000, Project 019. If notification was received after June 30, record the expenditure in the next fiscal year. 

AMENDED LISTING OF MEDICAID PAYMENTS TO DISTRICTS:  We have been informed by the Department of Health Services that the listing of payments made to school districts was incomplete and have been amended and reposted on the internet website at http://www.doa.wi.gov/docview.asp?docid=7733&locid=3 

If your auditors are presently conducting your district’s financial and Single audits, please forward this information to them. 

If you have additional questions about these requirements, you may contact any of the following individuals.

Gene Fornecker, School Finance Auditor, (608) 267-7882; Kathy Guralski, School Finance Auditor, (608) 266-3862; Natalie Rew, School Finance Auditor, (608) 267-9212

2009-10 REVENUE LIMT ENERGY EXEMPTION:  The new 2009-10 revenue limit exemption for energy efficiency measures and renewable energy products [s. 121.91(4)(o) Wis. Stats.] is currently under development.  Guidelines for eligibility will be communicated to districts within the next few weeks.
DEBT AND REFERENDUM REPORTING:  District staff authorized to submit the PI 1504 Budget and PI 1505 Annual Report are now authorized to amend the district’s debt schedules and referendum reporting within the School Finance Reporting Portal. 

REPORTS DUE REMINDER: The PI 1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT and the PI 1505 CALENDAR REPORT are due Monday, August 3.  PI 5000 Transfer of Service Part A is due Monday, August 10.

AUGUST 7 FURLOUGH:  Friday, August 7, was a day the department had planned to be closed.  However, the department will remain open on this day but with reduced staff.  Please be aware that your calls and e-mails may not be answered until the following Monday.

SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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