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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #335 February 19, 2009 
2009-10 EXCEL REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION – GOVERNOR’S BUDGET PROPOSAL:  The governor is proposing only one change from current law regarding the 2009-10 revenue limit.  The amount used in Line 4B (Low Revenue Increase) would be increased to $9,400.  Again this is the only change from the current law worksheet that was posted previously.  The updated 2009-10 revenue limit calculation is located under “Budget Development and Planning” and “Late Breaking Information” on the team’s home web page or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/Revlimworksheet.html.
Technical Clarification: There is some confusion regarding how the yearly CPI inflationary measure is incorporated into the revenue limit computation. The per pupil inflationary amount used in Line 4A (Allowed per Pupil Increase) of the 2008-09 Revenue Limit Computation was $274.68.  Per statute, the CPI increase from March, 2008 to March, 2009 would be applied to the 2008-09 number, creating a new number which would then be used in Line 4A of the 2009-10 computation.  If the CPI increase is 3%, then $274.68 will be increased by 3%, with the result being the per-pupil increase to be used in the 2009-10 computation. The Department usually receives the CPI increase from the Department of Revenue in mid-April.

Current Considerations: There also has been much discussion, given the economy, regarding the possibility of a negative CPI and its effect on the per-pupil increase in the computation. While the statutes are unclear on this technicality (and statutory interpreters are currently reviewing this question), the only information available at this time is the consideration of a possibility. For example, assume the March, 2008 to March, 2009 CPI IS negative -- a negative 1%. Then, depending on the interpretation, the per-pupil increase amount MIGHT be reduced to $271.93, depending on the outcome of the statutory review. The Department will communicate information as it becomes definite. In the meantime, districts may want to run numbers on both sides of last year's amount in their budget development scenarios.

GOVERNOR’S BUDGET PROPOSALS – ASSEMBLY BILL 75:  The governor’s biennial budget proposals have been introduced to the state legislature as Assembly Bill 75 which can be viewed at http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-75.pdf.
E-MAIL LISTS AND DISCUSSION GROUPS:  The department has developed a website that is a list of all list serve e-mails and discussion groups for the agency.  This website makes subscribing to these list serves easy including this list serve.  You may want to consider sharing this website with other staff that may have other responsibilities and might find these list serves and discussion groups useful.  The link is located on the department’s home web page on the right hand blue scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/e-lists/index.html.
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
March 16:  Special Education Aid Payment/PI 1563 YCA Report due for Specific Districts;

March 23:  Equalization Aid/Special Adjustment Aid/High Poverty Aid Payment;

April 27:  Common School Fund Payment.

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY:  PI 1504 Budget Report, PI 1505 SE Special Education Budget Report, January PI 1563 YCA Pupil Count Report 
DPI FINANCE TEAM PRESENTATIONS: 2009 Spring Finance Workshop Presentation at WASBO Accounting Committee Conference on March 26 from 1:30-4:30 at Chula Vista in the Wisconsin Dells.  There is no charge to attend this workshop.  If you want to attend the workshop but not attend the rest of the conference, contact WASBO at http://www.wasbo.com/.  Those that cannot attend the March 26 presentation will be able to view a virtual Spring Finance Workshop Webcast that will be posted to the team’s website by April 3.  Subscribers to this listserv will be notified when available.
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: February 18, 2009
2009-11 STATE BIENNIAL BUDGET: Last night the governor presented his budget proposals for the 2009-11 biennium.  A summary of the education provisions are available at http://www.doa.state.wi.us/debf/docview.asp?budid=47.   The finance team via its website under “Late Breaking Information” and with this listserve will provide updates to the governor’s proposals as soon as the statutory language detail becomes available.  
FEDERAL STIMULUS WEBSITE:  The department has created a website to assist districts with the provisions of the federal stimulus package.  It is located on the department’s home web page under the “Economic Stimulus Legislation” link located on the blue right hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/pb/stimuluspackage.html.  Additional information will be added as it becomes available.
PI 1563 YCA REPORT OPENS TODAY:  Districts that have students attending the Youth Challenge Academy either the first or second semester of the academy will need to complete the PI 1563 YCA report which opens today.  Due date for the report is Monday, March 16.
AIDS REGISTER FORMAT:  As mentioned in a previous listserve, some districts were unable to view the Aids Register which is a listing of payments from the department made to school districts and other organizations.  The “Aids Register” is located on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/online_ar.html will now be formatted as .doc rather than .pdf.  Please contact a school finance consultant should you experience problems accessing the Aids Register.
SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html.  If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html.

The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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