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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #332 January 29, 2009 
2008-09 REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS:  Notification of required membership audits was sent via e-mail to district administrators of those districts.  There will be no paper mailing notification to selected districts.  However, auditors of those districts will also receive an e-mail notifying them of the membership audit requirement.  Subscribers to this listserve can view the e-mail notification content and a list of the districts with required membership audits by selecting the “Audit/Auditor Info” link on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home web page, the “Late Breaking Information” link or by going directly to http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/m_audit.html .  The membership audits are due May 1.
AIDS REGISTER:  The Aids Register is a web posting of all payments made by the department to school districts and other organizations.  It is updated weekly and is located under the “Aids Register” link on the left hand scan bar of the team’s website or directly at 
http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/online_ar.html.  
It has been brought to our attention that from time to time some districts are unable to view the content of one of the payment files formatted in pdf while at the same time other districts are able to view the content.  We are working to develop a solution to this problem.  Please contact Debbie Gaffney-Dilley via e-mail at debra.gaffney-dilley@dpi.wi.gov should this be happening to you as we have a temporary fix to this problem.

UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
January 29:  Required Membership Audit District Notification by E-mail Only;
February 17:  Special Education Aid Payment/SAGE Aid Payment;
February 18:  PI 1563 YCA Youth Challenge Academy Report Opens for Specific Districts;
March 16:  Special Education Aid Payment/PI 1563 YCA Report due for Specific Districts;
March 23:  Equalization Aid/Special Adjustment Aid/High Poverty Aid Payment.
SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY:  PI 1504 Budget Report, PI 1505 SE Special Education Budget Report, PI 1804 Summer School, September PI 1563 and PI 1563 YCA Pupil Count Reports as per Jan. 5 Letter to District Administrators, PI 1563 January Pupil Count Report
DPI FINANCE TEAM PRESENTATIONS: 2009 Spring Finance Workshop Presentation at WASBO Accounting Committee Conference on March 26 from 1:30-4:30 at Chula Vista in the Wisconsin Dells.  There is no charge to attend this workshop.  If you want to attend the workshop but not attend the rest of the conference, contact WASBO at http://www.wasbo.com/.  Those that cannot attend the March 26 presentation will be able to view a virtual Spring Finance Workshop Webcast that will be posted to the team’s website by April 3.  Subscribers to this listserv will be notified when available.
PREVIOUS LISTSERV MESSAGE: January 23, 2009

PI 1563 JANUARY SECOND FRIDAY PUPIL COUNT REPORT:  This report is due Monday, January 26.  Please note that districts filing the PI 1563 January Pupil Count report after Monday, January 26 will be added to the list of districts with required membership audits.
PUPIL COUNT REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP AUDITS:  As mentioned in the January 5, 2009 School Finance Bulletin mailed and e-mailed to superintendents, districts with required 2008-09 membership audits will be notified by an e-mail to superintendents on Thursday, January 29.  There will not be a paper mailing to these districts.  Additionally, a listing of districts with required membership audits will be posted to the team's website under "Audit/Auditor Info" on the left hand scan bar of the team's home web page and under "Late Breaking Information" located at: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  Subscribers to this listserve will also be notified of the district list on January 29.
2007-08 ANNUAL REPORT AUDITING:  Finance team staff is reviewing 2007-08 annual reports for final sign off.  Approximately 90 districts need to provide the finance team with follow up information with most of these districts have just one outstanding question.  If you have received an e-mail requesting additional information, please respond so that the team can calculate final aid eligibility and generate comparative cost and comparative revenue information for the team’s data warehouse.
2009 SPRING FINANCE WORKSHOP WEBCAST:  The Finance Team will not be holding the Spring Finance Workshops in the various CESA’s as it has in previous years. Instead, we will present the workshop material at the WASBO Accounting Conference on March 26, and provide a MediaSite webcast for those who cannot attend the conference. We understand this is a major change from previous years, but feel confident we can provide information to you in a timely manner in a way that you can access at your convenience. The webcasts will be available by April 3. 

NEW REVENUE LIMIT ANALYIS TOOL IN DEVELOPMENT:  The SFS Team is developing a tool to assist districts in ascertaining multi-year effects on their Revenue Limit calculation based on scenario inputs. Districts will need to input estimated data for a number of elements, including membership, per-pupil increase, general aid, and referenda, among others. The workbook is designed to automatically compute and fill in the succeeding year’s base(s) and carryover amount(s).

This workbook can be used for general budgeting, although it would be especially helpful for those contemplating referenda.

We are currently inviting districts to test the workbook. Testers should be willing to work with us to validate results. Please contact Karen Kucharz Robbe at 608/267-9707 or karen.kucharzrobbe@dpi.wi.gov  if you are interested.

NEW FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR WEBSITE UPDATE:  The “Fiscal Year-At-A-Glance” page on the New Finance Administrator Website has been updated for 2009. Staff that is relatively new to districts may find this month-by-month activity list a helpful organizational tool. It can be found at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/noviceindex.html.

INFORMATIONAL MAPS:  The finance team has added to its website some new maps depicting school district revenue limit and equalization aid eligibility.  Many districts have found these maps to be helpful in showing comparisons between districts.  They are located under “Maps” on the left hand scan bar of the team’s home webpage or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/maps.html.
SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html. If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html.

The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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