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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #312 September 3, 2008 
PI 1505 AC SUBMISSIONS:  Thank you for the timely submission of the PI 1505 AC report.  This data is used in the calculation and certification of general aid on October 15.  The next step is for your auditor to concur or amend your data on the PI 1506 AC.  This report is due from your auditor on September 15.  The finance team is tentatively planning to calculate an early estimate of your aid eligibility and post it to the team’s website on September 24.  The purpose of this estimate is for you to check the membership, equalized values and shared cost data for accuracy on the worksheet.  The estimate will be posted on the team’s website under “Late Breaking Information” and you will be notified by this listserve.   
SEPTEMBER 5 MAILING TO DISTRICTS:  This mailing includes the following information:  PI 1563 and PI 1563 YCA Third Friday Pupil Count Report Instructions, Foster/Group Home Membership Adjustments for Some Districts, PI 1547 Transportation Report for Summer 2008, PI 1588 Supplemental Aid for Large Area Districts Report.  This mailing will be posted on Friday under “Mailings” on the left hand scan bar and under “Late Breaking Information” on the team’s website located at http://www2.dpi.state.wi.us/SFSrss/break.aspx.
PI 1505 SE REPORT DUE FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 5:  This report uses submitted data to pay special education categorical aid.
LONGITUDINAL REVENUE LIMIT PER MEMBER:  Another analysis tool has been created that school districts may find useful. This new tool allows the user to view their district’s Revenue Limit Per Member for every year since the inception of the Revenue Limit legislation in 1993-94. The output displays the Current 3-Year Average Membership (Line 6), the Maximum Revenue Limit (Line 11), and the Maximum Revenue Limit Per Member (Line 11 ÷ Line 6) for each year. This new tool is located under the “District Budget Development and Planning,” on the Revenue Limit Homepage at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/revlim.html or directly at http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/sfs/xls/longitudinal_revlimpp.xls.
2008-09 AID PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  The payment dates for various general and categorical aid payments is available on the team’s website under the “Aid Information” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pay_aid_info.html.  A schedule of individual school district general aid payments by payment date will be available on October 20 after aid has been certified on October 15.
RSS TESTERS NEEDED:  The finance team is currently testing a new communications strategy that the team believes will improve timely communication to districts.  The technology under consideration is called an RSS (Real Simple Syndication) Information Feed and is universally available on the Internet.  The team is seeking district staff that currently use this technology to pilot an RSS feed for revenue limits.  If interested please respond to this listserve.
UPCOMING MAILINGS AND EVENTS:
September 5:  Letter to Districts:  PI 1563 Pupil Count Report Instructions/PI 1505 SPED Report Due 
September 15:  Equalization and Sparsity Aid Payments/PI 1506 AC and PI 1506FB Due From Auditors
September 19:  Third Friday Pupil Count Day/Open PI 1563 and PI 1563 YCA Pupil Count Reports
September 24:  Preliminary Aid Run Posted to Web
September 26:  Tentative Mailing Indirect Cost Letters/Web Posting

October 1:  PI 1505 Annual Report/PI 1524 State Tuition Claim/PI 1804/1805 Summer School Reports Due

October 3:  PI 1563 September Pupil Count Report Due/Tentative Letter to Districts regarding Fall School District Certification of 2008 Values – Tax Apportionment/PI 401 Tax Levy Report Information
October 14:  Tentative Mailing:  2008-09 General Aid Certification, 2008-09 Excel Revenue Limit Calculation Update
October 20:  2008-09 General Aid Payment Schedule by District Eligibility
October 31:  PI 1161 Indirect Cost Report Due

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY:  PI 1505 Census (Over Due), PI 1505 Annual Report, PI 1804 Summer School and the PI 1506 AC/PI 1505 FB (Auditor Reports)
DPI FINANCE TEAM PRESENTATIONS:  The School Financial Services Team will be presenting at the WASDA “Getting it Right” workshop held in Madison on October 20 and in Stevens Point on October 21.  The focus of the workshop is the calculation of district’s 2008-09 revenue limit.  Contact WASDA at http://www.wasda.org/ for additional information and registration. 
PREVIOUS LISTSERVE ANNOUNCEMENT #311 Dated August 20:

PI 1505 AC REPORT IS DUE FRIDAY, AUGUST 29:  The PI 1505 AC Report is due Friday, August 29.  This data in conjunction with the PI 1506 AC data submitted by school district auditors is used to calculate and certify 2008-09 general aid on October 15.  Therefore, it is imperative that the finance team receive this data.  Please note that districts that submit the PI 1505 AC report late will not receive their September 15 equalization aid payment until the report is filed and not earlier than October 13.  This information was communicated to school districts in a mailing dated June 12, 2008.  The letter is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/pdf/ltrjune12_08.pdf .  Please contact a finance consultant should you have questions.

PI 1505 CENSUS REPORT IS DUE FRIDAY, AUGUST 22ND:  The data on this report is used to calculate your district’s common school fund (library aid) eligibility.  Please contact Janette Gosdeck by e-mail at janette.gosdeck@dpi.wi.gov or by telephone at (608) 267-9218 should you have questions.
STATE SPECIAL EDUCATION AID FOR CERTAIN PUPIL SERVICES PERSONNEL:  Currently, the salaries and benefits of school nurses, social workers, psychologists, and counselors who work with special education are among the costs eligible for reimbursement through special education aid.  Wisconsin State Statute 115.88 (1m) provides for the identification of percentages of salaries and fringes of these staff as eligible for special education categorical aid.  The final draft of the rule created to implement s. 115.88 (lm) is now available on the Internet at the following location:  http://dpi.wi.gov/pb/pdf/eenaidperm.pdf.  Please contact Lori Ames by e-mail at lori.ames@dpi.wi.gov or by telephone at (608) 266-3464 should you have questions about staff eligibility for special education aid.  

SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:
All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html. If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html.
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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