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SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #280 November 27, 2007

PI 1563 SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT RECONCILIATION WEBCAST REMINDER:  The live webcast will begin on Wednesday, November 28 at 9:00 a.m.  Select the “Upcoming DPI Webcast Presentations” link on the team’s home web page or go directly to http://media2.wi.gov/DPI/Catalog/Front.aspx?cid=f90eda87-03f8-45bf-859a-b6182b60d3cb.
Note: districts should download the Pupil Count Reconciliation worksheet in advance of the webcast.  It is located under “Late Breaking News” on the team’s home web page.
IMPORTANT DATES:  December 3: PI 1570 High Cost Special Education claims due and 2006-07 Audited Financial Statements due from auditors.  December 7: PI 1504 Budget Report and PI 1505 SE (Special Education) Budget report due.

2008-09 EXCEL BLANK AND PRE-POPULATED REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATIONS:  In response to school district staff requests, the finance team has developed a 2008-09 revenue limit worksheet that districts can use for planning.  There are two versions of the Excel worksheet – a blank version and a pre-populated version with current 2007-08 base district data carried forward into the 2008-09 worksheet.  Caution:  data in the pre-populated version may change between now and May of 2008 when the department will calculate each district’s final 2007-08 revenue limit for compliance with the revenue limit law. Please contact a school finance consultant should you have questions about these worksheets.  They are located on the team’s website under “Late Breaking Information” “District Budget Development and Planning” or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html. 

STATE BUDGET UPDATE – AID TO HIGH POVERTY DISTRICTS:  Districts eligible for poverty aid in the 2007-08 and 2008-09 school fiscal years have been contacted.  Eligibility guidelines change after the 2008-09 school year.  To view the eligibility guidelines for the 2009-10 school year and thereafter, select the “Aid Information” link on the left hand scan bar on the team’s home webpage or go directly to http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/poverty.html.
STATE BUDGET UPDATE – NURSING SERVICES GRANTS:  The 2007-09 Wisconsin biennial budget contained a new provision for the Department of Public Instruction to award grants for school nursing services on a competitive basis. A total of $250,000 is available for these grants in each of 2007-08 and 2008-09. A school board, alone or in cooperation with another school board, may apply for a grant. Milwaukee Public Schools is not eligible to apply. Due to the limited funding available, school districts with at least one school with a population of students of whom at least 70% are eligible for free or reduced lunch will be given high priority, if the students of that school are to be served by this program. The grant application form will be available by November 30, 2007, on website listed below. All applications must be received by the department by 4:30 p.m. on December 14, 2007. Nursing Services Grant Information is available on the Student Services/Prevention & Wellness team’s website or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sspw/pdf/sngrantmemo.pdf 
STATE BUDGET UPDATE – SPARSITY AID:  The finance team has received numerous inquiries regarding district eligibility for this aid program with aid payments to be made in the 2008-09 school fiscal year.  Since this new aid program is based in part upon data from the 2007-08 school year that has not yet been finalized, eligibility information is not available at this time.  However, this listserve will announce district eligibility once the data has been finalized.

SAFR INTERNET REPORTS OPEN FOR DATA ENTRY:  PI 1504 Budget Report; PI 1547 Transportation Report (summer of 2007 only). Check your district's "Status and Deadlines" page within the School Finance Reporting Portal for a listing of all reports with due dates.  NOTE:  REPORTS DUE FROM AUDITORS ARE ALSO LISTED UNDER “STATUS AND DEADLINES.”

PREVIOUS LISTSERVE ANNOUNCEMENT:

SEPTEMBER/JANUARY PUPIL COUNT RECONCILIATION:  With the filing of the January 2008 pupil count report, all districts will be required to have on file, and available upon request, a Pupil Count Reconciliation Worksheet.  A live webcast on November 28th at 9:00 a.m. entitled “September to January Pupil Count Reconciliation Worksheet,” will focus on the "why" and "how to" of reconciling the September pupil count to the January pupil count.  It will include an explanation of how to fill out the new DPI worksheet as well as examples of situations that impact the reconciliation.  This webcast will be archived and available for viewing under “Webcast Presentations” on the team’s home web page or directly at http://media2.wi.gov/DPI/Catalog/Front.aspx?cid=f90eda87-03f8-45bf-859a-b6182b60d3cb.

NEW BUSINESS OFFICE STAFF - WUFAR BASICS:  It is recommended that new business staff consider viewing these two new webcasts that present the chart of accounts that districts use when reporting financial data to the department.  These webcasts are entitled “WUFAR Basics” and “WUFAR Basics Part Two” and are located under the “Webcast Presentations” link on the team’s home web page or directly at http://media2.wi.gov/DPI/Catalog/Front.aspx?cid=2352cf23-e130-4a9c-b83f-8f8e90b15f41.

2006-07 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS:  These statements are due from the district’s auditor on or before December 3.  
2007-08 PI 1547 TRANSPORTATION REPORT (Reporting Summer 07 Transportation):  This report will close on Monday, December 3.  Please ensure that if your district provided transportation during the summer of 2007 that it has been reported on the 2007-08 Transportation Report located within the School Finance Reporting Portal.

SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html. If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html.
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 
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