SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #249 – February 15, 2007
GOVERNOR DOYLE’S 2007-09 BUDGET LINKS:  Governor Doyle has released his biennial budget proposal. DPI’s Policy and Budget Team will be analyzing the education-related aspects of the bill and we will post that information as soon as it’s completed. A link to the complete proposal can be found at:   http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007_State_Budget/07-1716_1.pdf
SPECIAL ED AID ELIGIBILITY FOR GUIDANCE COUNSELORS AND NURSES: We’ve been receiving questions about state categorical aid eligibility for guidance counselors and nurses. Please review the February Special Ed Aid Worksheets on the Finance Team’s webpage to be sure that state aidable 2005-2006 salary/fringe costs are included for eligible Guidance Counselors and School Nurses.  Be sure that these costs were not directly or indirectly grant funded and are included in Functions 213 000 and 214 000 on your 2005-2006 SAFR Annual Report. If not, contact Beverly Kraus, School Finance Specialist, (608) 266-1089 as soon as possible. 
Resource Links:

o  Special education aid worksheets are located under left hand scan bar “Special Education Aid,” then “Special Education Categorical Aid,” then “State Special Education Aid Eligibility Worksheets” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/sped_worksheets.html 
REPEAT ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM FEBRUARY 9:
FEBRUARY 20 SPECIAL EDUCATION AID PAYMENT INFORMATION:  The February 12 letter to school district administrators regarding the February 20 aid payment has now been posted to the team’s website.  

Resource Links:

o  Link to mailing contents is located under “Late Breaking Information” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html
o  Mailing is located under left hand scan bar “Mailings/List Serve” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/mailings.html 

2006-2007 EXCEL REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION UPDATE:  The 2006-2007 Revenue Limit calculation has been updated with district data on file as of February 5.  The update would include all pupil count changes submitted by the district.
Resource Links

o  The link to the worksheet is located under “Late Breaking Information” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html
o  The worksheet is also located under “District Budget Development and Planning” located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/buddev.html 

QUALIFIED ZONE ACADEMY BOND PROGRAM LETTER:  The January 30 mailing to districts included a letter about the Qualified Zone Academy Bond Program.  This letter is now posted to the team’s website.

Resource Links:  

o  Link to mailing contents is located under “Late Breaking Information” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html
o  Mailing is located under left hand scan bar “Mailings/List Serve” or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/mailings.html 
WRS SHARED COST MODIFICATION:  Wisconsin Act 25, enacted in November 2005, provided for a potential modification of 2005-06 and 2006-2007 district shared costs for aid paid in 2006-07 and 2007-2008.  This provision applies to any district using fund balance to pay their unfunded pension liability under WRS and for which the result of excluding such expenditures from their shared cost would result in an increase in equalization aid.  The PI 1505 WRS Shared Cost Modification report will open March 6 to allow districts to identify an estimated amount of payments that will then be used in upcoming equalization aid estimates including the required July 1 aid estimate.  Districts may want to begin thinking about the payment estimate in anticipation of completing the PI 1505 WRS. 
Resource Links:  

o  June 15, 2006 Shared Cost Modification Webcast located under “Webcast Presentations” on the team’s website or directly at http://media2.wi.gov/DPI/Catalog/Front.aspx?cid=2352cf23-e130-4a9c-b83f-8f8e90b15f41 

o  May 26, 2006 Letter to Districts located under “Mailings/Listserve” on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/ltrmay26_06.html.
IMPORTANT DATES: 
February 12 - SAGE aid payment; February 19 – Youth Challenge Academy report opens for district data entry; February 20 - Special education payment; March 6 – PI 1505 WRS report opens for district data entry;  March 19 – Special education payment; March 26 - Equalization Aid/Special Adjustment aid payment
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff. 

SITE NAVIGATION TIPS:

All resources can be found under the SFS team homepage located at http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html.  The “Late Breaking Information” link contains the latest information and communications from the School Finance Team and is located at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.  School Financial Services topics can be found on the left hand scan bar of all pages on the team’s web site.

To unsubscribe click on the link: http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservunsubscribe.html
If you know of someone that would like to subscribe to this bulletin send them the link: http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/listservsubscribe.html
