SCHOOL FINANCIAL SERVICES TEAM – DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION – INFORMATION BULLETIN #221 – August 17, 2006
“COUNTING STUDENTS FOR THE THIRD FRIDAY PI 1563 PUPIL COUNT REPORT” WEBCAST:  This August 11 webcast is available for viewing at http://media2.wi.gov/dpi/viewer/?cid=2352cf23-e130-4a9c-b83f-8f8e90b15f41.   

2006-2007 EXCEL REVENUE LIMIT CALCULATION UPDATE:  The calculation has been updated to include Transfer of Service request approvals identified on line 8B.  The calculation is located directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/xls/revlim07_7_18.xls.  Next scheduled updates for this worksheet:  1st week of October – September/Summer FTE, 2006 Tax Apportionment Values; October 15 – Aid Certification; November 16 – Tax Levies.
BASIC FACTS:  For many years now “Basic Facts About Wisconsin Elementary and Secondary Schools” has been a valuable source of information for school districts about such topics as state aids and revenue limit.  Originally, Basic Facts was a hard copy book of information that was sent to school districts.  A number of years ago, Basic Facts was moved to the Internet and is now located under “Basic Facts” on the left hand scan bar on the team’s home web page or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/basic.html.  Rather than “print” a yearly addition, the education statistics and finance teams update the various sections as the data becomes available over the course of a year.  Basic Facts has now been updated with the most currently available data.
2006 EQUALIZED VALUES:  School districts will be receiving their 2006 Tax Apportionment Values in early October from the department.  These values will be used to set tax levies for the 2006-2007 school year.  The Department of Revenue has released an information paper about those values in aggregate.  The internet link is http://www.dor.state.wi.us/news/060815.html.
REPEAT ANNOUNCEMENTS:

2005-2006 FINAL AID ELIGIBILITY MAILING DATED AUGUST 4:  District administrators will receive a mailing dated August 4 (dated August 4 but mailed August 8) that calculates the district’s final 2005-2006 General Aid Eligibility.  Note that by law, any aid eligibility change will be reflected on the October 15, 2006 certification of aid as an adjustment.  Information including the cover letter, aid worksheet, aid membership worksheet and an adjustment summary worksheet is posted under “Late Breaking Information” on the team’s website or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/break.html.

ESTABLISHING AN EMPLOYEES BENEFIT TRUST FUND (FUND 73):  The finance team receives numerous inquiries about the establishment of an employees benefit trust fund.  District administrators, as part of the Final Aid Eligibility Mailing, will be receiving an information document entitled, “August 4, 2006 Letter to School District Administrators, CESA Administrators, CCDEB Administrators.”  This document reviews some of the issues that districts will want to consider in regard to the establishment of a benefits trust fund.  This document is located under the “Benefit Trust Fund” link on the left hand scan bar or directly at http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sfs/ltraug04_06_2.html.
CONVERTING PUPIL COUNT TO FTE FOR REVENUE LIMIT PURPOSES:
Many districts are currently using the Excel 2006-2007 Revenue Limit Worksheet developed by the finance team to verify the district’s revenue limit calculation.  
The next major piece of data to be added to the Excel calculation will be the Transfer of Service approvals.  This will be done within the next two weeks.  This listserve will advise districts of when that has been accomplished.  

Following the TOS approvals, the next data elements that will be added to the Excel calculation will be the 2006 summer school FTE (Full Time Equivalency) data taken from the 2006-2007 PI 1804 Summer School Report, the 2006-2007 fall semester Youth Challenge Academy count taken from PI 1563 YCA September Youth Challenge Academy Report and the September 2006 Third Friday FTE taken from the PI 1563 Pupil Count Report.  The team anticipates adding the FTE data to the Excel worksheet calculation on October 2 or shortly thereafter.

NEW:  In addition to the inclusion of FTE in the 2006-2007 Excel Revenue Limit Worksheet, the team will also post to each district’s Reporting Portal Home Page a Revenue Limit FTE report that pulls data from the three reports referenced above.  This report under the link entitled, “Revenue and Aid Membership” will show the detail of converting district reported pupil count to FTE.  It is hoped that this new report will assist districts with the conversion of pupil count to FTE.
This new report, “2006-2007 Revenue Limit Membership,” will only be valid if all data pieces have been submitted by the district.  If the summer school FTE has not been submitted, the new FTE report will not be accurate for revenue limit purposes.  Therefore, districts are encouraged to submit their PI 1804, PI 1563 YCA and PI 1563 Third Friday Count as soon as the numbers become available.  Upon district data submission the new FTE report will automatically be updated.  Districts will be informed of the availability of the new membership report by this listserve and in the August 29 mailing to district administrators.
REQUIRED REPORTS NOW OPEN FOR DISTRICT DATA ENTRY:  PI 1505 Calendar – due August 25; PI 1505 AC – due August 25; PI 1505 Census – due August 25; PI 1505 SE Special Education Annual – due September 1; PI 1505 Annual Report – due October 2.
OPTIONAL REPORTS NOW OPEN FOR DISTRICT DATA SUBMISSION:  PI 1524 State Tuition Claim – due October 2; PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report due October 2. 
IMPORTANT DATES: 
August 29 - Tentative Mailing: PI 1563 Third Friday Pupil Count Report Instructions including updates for Youth Challenge Academy students, Summer Transportation for 2006-2007 PI 1547 Transportation Report, PI 1804/1805 Summer School Report, Foster Group Home Membership Adjustments, PI 1541 Chapter 220 Integration Transfer Program Report;  September 15 – Third Friday Pupil Count Date
The purpose of the dpifinance listserv is to enhance communication between the Department of Public Instruction School Financial Services Team and school district business office staff.  The SFS team website is: http://dpi.wi.gov/sfs/index.html 
