WISCAT
Advanced Searching

Use Advanced Search to locate materials by Author, Title, Subject, Notes,
or all four based on the keywords you enter

One or more keywords may be typed in any order because WISCAT looks
for items containing all of the keywords
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And, Or, Not (Boolean Operators)

Create “search queries” in ADVANCED SEARCH by using the logical (Boolean) operators:
AND, OR, NOT

AND retrieves all occurrences of 1st Term AND 2nd Term
For example, to locate materials about dreams written by Sigmund Freud, enter
<Subject> dreams - AND - <Author> freud

OR retrieves all occurrences of 1st Term OR 2nd Term
For example, to locate materials about China or Japan, enter
<Subject> china - OR - <Subject> japan

NOT excludes a term from a search of 1st Term NOT 2nd Term
For example, to locate books with Dracula in the title, but not written by Bram Stoker, enter
<Title> dracula - NOT- <Author> bram stoker

Boolean operators are often illustrated using Venn diagrams as follow:

A china OR Japan NOT bram

stoker

Wildcards (Truncation)

Wildcard characters “?”” and “*” may be used to broaden the scope of a search

Use the “?”” wildcard to replace a single character in a word
For example, the search term “gr?y"* returns records containing the words:

gray or grey

Use the “?” wildcard more than once in a single word
For example, the search term "'st??n"" returns records containing the words:
stien or stein

Use the “*” wildcard to replace multiple characters in a word
For example, the search term ""comput*"* will return records containing the words:
compute, computer, computers or computing

Wildcard characters may be used in any or all words in your search term but may not be used
as the first character in any word




