Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction/Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination—8th grade

	Wisconsin Writing Rubric 6-Point Scoring Guide

	Elements of Rubric
	Purpose & Focus
	Organization & Coherence
	Development of Content
	Sentence Fluency
	Word Choice

	Element Description
	Clearly presents and maintains a unified purpose, focus,  and/or thesis
Demonstrates understanding of the requirements of the assigned task
	Frames the discussion with an effective introduction and conclusion

Creates a logical structure of development for the topic, thesis, and purpose

Uses transitional strategies (from idea to idea, paragraph to paragraph, and sentence to sentence)
	Demonstrates quality of invented content (e.g. of explanations, arguments, rationale, ideas, details, examples, illustrations)

Demonstrates thoroughness in the elaboration of content
	Demonstrates use of varied syntactic structures including simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentences

Evidences some control over stylistic effects (e.g. variety, readability)
	Controls word choice with respect to both denotation and connotation

Demonstrates attention to context (audience, purpose, situation, tone)

Evidences some control over figurative language for rhetorical effect (e.g. similes, metaphors, personification)



	Positive Descriptors
	Focused, unified, controlled, relevant
	Well organized, integrated, 

smooth, controlled, coherent
	Quality: clear, convincing, accurate, effective, well-reasoned, insightful

Thoroughness: specific, well-developed, well-supported, well-illustrated
	Fluid, varied, controlled, 

effective
	Apt, discriminating, vivid, 

precise, concrete, concise

	Negative Descriptors
	Rambling, loosely related, redundant, irrelevant, lacks purpose
	Disorganized, hard to follow, mechanical, illogical shifts, incoherent
	Quality: vague, imprecise, 

inaccurate, simplistic, poorly reasoned, superficial

Thoroughness:  incomplete, 

general, inadequately, developed, inadequately supported, lacks illustration
	Choppy, monotonous, 

garbled, ineffective, 

awkward
	Inappropriate, cliched, 

awkward, imprecise, vague

wordy

	

	Rubric Holistic Scoring Scale

	Scores
	6
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Description
	Exemplary control of the domain
	Advanced control of the domain
	Proficient control of the domain
	Adequate control of the domain
	Basic control of the domain
	Minimal control of the domain
	Off topic, no response, illegible, another language


