Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction/Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination—8th grade


Conventions of Written English – 8th Grade
3 points
Advanced Control 

The response demonstrates advanced control of a wide range of conventions identified in the 8th grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:
· Uses words, phrases, and clauses effectively, including coordinate and subordinate conjunctions, relative pronouns, and comparative adjectives
· Uses correct tenses to indicate the relative order of events

· Employs principles of agreement, including subject-verb, pronoun-noun, and preposition-pronoun
· Punctuates compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences correctly

· Employs the conventions of capitalization

· Spells frequently used words correctly and uses effective strategies for spelling unfamiliar words

· Makes errors that are infrequent and minor
2 points
Proficient Control
The response demonstrates proficient control of the conventions identified in the 8th grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:
· Generally controls grammar and usage (principles of agreement, noun and verb forms, pronoun reference, superlative and comparative forms)
· Generally uses phrases, dependent and independent clauses clearly and correctly

· Capitalizes most words correctly; control over more sophisticated capitalization skills may be spotty
· Uses end-stop punctuation correctly most of the time; internal punctuation (commas, apostrophes, semicolons) is sometimes missing or wrong.

· Generally uses correct spelling with grade-level words and reasonable phonetic approaches to more difficult words

· Makes errors typical of those commonly found in a rough draft; errors do not seriously distract the reader
1 point
Minimal Control
The response demonstrates minimal control of the conventions identified in the 8th grade Wisconsin Model Academic Standards in English Language Arts:
· Contains numerous serious end-stop or internal punctuation errors, resulting in fragments, comma splices, run-ons

· Shows poor control of grammar and usage (principles of agreement; verb and/or noun forms including possessives; pronoun reference; superlative and comparative forms; appropriate use of phrases/independent, dependent clauses, capitalization)
· Frequently misspells words, even those on grade-level
· Makes errors that are frequent, varied, and distracting
0 points
Off topic, No response, Illegible, Another language

