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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



DATE:
January 22, 2010

TO:
Software Vendors Preparing Data for Department of Public Instruction Reports at the Public School District Level

FROM:
Lorraine R. Gardner, Data Management and Reporting

SUBJECT:
PI-1215 Course Offerings Report, due March 15, 2010

The enclosed memo will be mailed January 22 to the education agencies required to complete the PI-1215 Course Offerings Report.

Changes for this year:  Advanced Placement exams for Computer Science AB, French Literature, Latin Literature, and Italian Language and Culture are no longer available.  Thus course codes 200-053, 200-061, 200-064, and 200-066 are no longer part of the PI-1215.  These changes altered the row numbers for most of the other courses; please make sure you enter your course enrollments in the appropriate rows of the spreadsheet.

A full copy of the course descriptions for 2009-2010 and the PI-1215 Excel file can be obtained from the following web site:

http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/schedule.html
Scroll down to 8.  Winter Reporting

Changes coming next year (2010-2011):  DPI plans to implement a web application which uses course codes and descriptions from the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES).  The web application is in the design phase and will collect course information at the individual student level.  Districts and software vendors should start preparing for these changes as soon as possible.  DPI will seek district input at all stages of design and implementation.  The website http://dpi.wi.gov/lbstat/schedule.html has an Excel version of the federal course information.  Scroll down to Item 8 and click on “NCES Course Codes in Excel format”.  Though this version is not a final design, districts and vendors can use it to start creating a crosswalk between local course content and the federal descriptions.  For the full PDF handbook of federal course codes and descriptions, please see the NCES website http://nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2007341.  Page 9 has a typo in the example:  the code for Regular should be G (not R).

Using the federal codes has the following benefits:

· Uniform course codes across districts and states

· Ease of transcript evaluation for students transferring from district to district

· Ease of transcript evaluation for students moving to postsecondary education

· Increased accuracy of public reporting of course enrollments, especially for districts using DPI’s WINSS website (Wisconsin's Information Network for Successful Schools)

· Compatibility with the PI-1202 Fall Staff Report for 2010-2011

The DPI teams for Content and Learning and for Career and Technical Education will work with districts which offer courses whose title or description may not correspond exactly to any federal course listing.
If you have questions, please call the Education Statistics help line at 608-267-3166 or email dpistats@dpi.wi.gov.
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