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INSTRUCTION




	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent



Date:
July 11, 2011
To: 
School Food Authorities (SFAs) Participating in the Special Milk Program (SMP) Only
From:
June Paul, Director

School Nutrition Team
Subject:
Nutrition Requirements for Fluid Milk  
PLEASE forward this important information to all persons with Child Nutrition Program responsibilities.
The Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 has made modifications to the fluid milk requirement in the Child Nutrition Programs, including the Special Milk Program (SMP). These changes are outlined below, and must be implemented by the designated effective date.  
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has published updated nutritional requirements for milk served as part of the SMP.  USDA Memo SP 29-2011: Nutrition Requirements for Fluid Milk, issued on April 14, 2011, requires that a variety of fluid milk be served, consistent with the most recent Dietary Guidelines for Americans.  The 2010 Dietary Guidelines recommend that persons over age two should consume fat-free or low-fat (1%) fluid milk.  School Food Authorities (SFAs) must offer at least two choices from the following list:
· Fat-free milk,
· Low-fat (1%) milk,
· Fat-free or low-fat lactose reduced milk,
· Fat-free or low-fat lactose-free milk,
· Fat-free or low-fat buttermilk, or
· Fat-free or low-fat acidified milk.
All products above must be pasteurized fluid milk that meets State and local standards.  
While the current rule only requires school lunch and school breakfast programs to meet the updated nutritional requirements for fluid milk, the Department of Public Instruction has been notified by the USDA of their intent to update 7 CFR 215.2 to make this a requirement for the Special Milk Program in the future
Therefore, SFAs participating in the SMP should consider offering plain or flavored low-fat and/or fat-free milk to meet the variety requirements listed above for School Year 2011-12, in an effort to be consistent with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans (i.e., fat-free and low-fat milks).  For example, offering a choice of chocolate skim and white skim milk would meet the variety requirement.  SP 29-2011 is available on the Department of Public Instruction’s School Nutrition Team’s Child Nutrition Reauthorization webpage at http://dpi.wi.gov/fns/cnrsnp.html, under the “Milk” heading.
We understand that many milk contracts are already in place for School Year 2011-12.  However, DPI suggests that School Food Authorities alter their current vendor agreements to meet the variety requirements beginning in School Year 2011-12. The School Nutrition Team will inform School Food Authorities when the regulations regarding fat content and variety of milk become requirements for the Special Milk Program. 

2

[image: image1.png]