Suggested Strategies for Spanish Literacy Instruction in the United States 
	
	Oral Language
	Comprehension
	Word Study
	Fluency
	Writing

	Strategies specific to Spanish
	Acceptance of approximations of Spanish that reflect the bilingual context (cachar, puchar, etc.): distinction between social and academic languages.  
Use of “generic” Spanish that recognizes and accepts all the different varieties of Spanish (gua-gua; popote; chino, etc.)

Formal development of academic Spanish 

	Careful attention is paid to the relationship between background knowledge and text (cultural themes, socio-economic themes, etc.)

Comprehension is linked to oral language and is developed before the formal study of word sounds and meanings.  Students much read and write words and texts that are meaningful and linked to their experiences.  
Emphasis is placed on the metalinguistic relationship that exists between Spanish and English.
	· Syllabic method
· Word walls for Spanish
· Study of word families (zapato, zapatero, etc.)

· Cognates
· Enclísis y apócape (cualquier, cualquiera)

· Diminutive and augmentative (-ito, -ote)
Derivations of a root Word (migr-mover)

· Work with “monster letters” (b/v, c/s/z, g/j)


	· Formal recitation of poetry 

· Traditional dictation 
· Journaling 


	More circular organization of ideas 
Phonics is taught through invented spelling 
As part of initial literacy development, students first write vowels and then consonants.  .

Appropriate use of the “monster letters” does not occur until about 4th or 5th grade (b/v/, c/z/s, etc.) 

	Implications for the use of materials 
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	Oral Language
	Comprehension
	Word Study
	Fluency
	Writing

	Universal strategies that can and should be used in both Spanish and English
	· Use of sentence prompts
· Language Experience Approach

· Tongue Twisters
· Poetry
· Songs
· Rhymes
	· Teacher read aloud
· Readers’ workshop
· Guided reading
· Paired reading
· Independent reading

	· New version of the dictation (Escamilla)
· Rhyming words
· Tongue Twisters


	· Reader’s Theater
· Taping of student reading
	Writer’s workshop

	Strategies for English not useful for Spanish
	Development of phonemic awareness before formal writing instruction


	Use of leveled books based on phonetic complexity in English.

	· List of site words 
· Formal spelling tests based on complex patterns

	“Running Records” based on English miscues.
	A more linear organization of ideas. 
Students first write consonants and then vowels during initial literacy development.  
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