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The Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination (WKCE) tests are generally produced for students with severe visual impairments using contracted braille, a space-saving method for creating braille in which braille cells can be used individually or joined together to represent braille contractions and whole words.  

In some cases, students who are not braille proficient are unable to access testing materials. When considering how a child with a visual impairment will participate in the statewide assessment, the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team is responsible for making the decision for each year the child is tested.  The IEP team decides how the student with a disability will participate in the WKCE or WAA-SwD with or without accommodations.  The IEP team should address each of the following five criteria when considering if the child is not braille proficient and needs all sessions of the test read orally.

When the IEP team concludes that all five of the criteria below accurately characterize a student’s current educational performance, an oral reading accommodation should be allowed for all sessions of the examination to properly provide meaningful data which represents the student’s current academic achievement.

	Accommodation Criteria
	Yes
	No

	1. Does the IEP indicate the child has a need for and is receiving braille instruction?
	
	

	2. Does the student’s lack of braille skills impede participation on the  statewide assessment, including the reading portion?
	
	

	3. Is the student’s inability to access the test, including the reading portion, primarily due to his/her disability, rather than issues unrelated to the disability (e.g., excessive unexcused absences)?
	
	

	4. Is an oral instructional format provided on a routine basis to access materials?
	
	

	5. Will oral test administration provide the student with sufficient access to materials?
	
	



