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	Tony Evers, PhD, State Superintendent
State Superintendent’s Council on Special Education





MINUTES OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT'S

COUNCIL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION
Business Meeting #286
July 16, 2010
125 S. Webster Street
Madison, Wisconsin

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Myrah.  

1. Attendance

a. Council on Special Education Members: Julie Balocca, Dondieneita Fleary-Simmons, Holly Hart, Kim Henderson, Anne Knapp, Peggy Koehler, Michael Linak, Gary Myrah, Carol Noddings Eichinger, Kristin Heineman, Casey O’Keefe, Jenny Stonemeier, Lisa Wing, Patricia Yahle
b. Liaison members: Stephanie Petska, Courtney Reed Jenkins

c. Invited guests: Steve Gilles (DPI), Eva Kubinski (DPI), Paul Sherman (DPI)
d. Public attendance: None

2. Public appearances: None.
3. Meeting minutes

a. Minutes from Meeting #285 were approved by the Council.

4. Correspondence/Chairperson’s report (G. Myrah)

a. Shared Participation: Strategies to Increase the Voice of Families from Diverse Backgrounds as Partners and Advisors.  Family Voices of Wisconsin shared with Council their new report that documents their conversations with parents of children and youth with special health care needs and/or disabilities from diverse cultural groups   (http://www.fvofwi.org/Publications/SharedParticipation.pdf).
b. Letter to Gary Myrah (June 23, 2010).  U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, responded to comments regarding the December 2009 verification visit and the Office of Special Education Programs annual determinations.  

5. Council member reports

a. Educational Services for Children Placed in Foster Care.   The Wisconsin Departments of Children and Families (DCF) and Public Instruction (DPI) and the Wisconsin Association of Family and Children’s Agencies (WAFCA) collaboratively produced this topical guide and Q & A. Its purpose is to help facilitate cooperation between the child welfare and public school systems by summarizing the legal responsibilities of each system to serve children living in foster care and sharing practices and resources that can help to improve how these two systems serve youth living in foster care. (http://dpi.wi.gov/sspw/fostercareedu.html)
6. Information Update Bulletins, IDEA complaints and due process hearing decisions

a. 0 Information Update Bulletins were shared with the Council.

b. 17 IDEA complaint decisions were shared with the Council.

c. 0 due process hearing decisions were shared with the Council.

7. Department of Public Instruction Report: Information and Discussion Items (S. Petska)
a. Wisconsin Determination (June 3, 2010). The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) to make an annual determination as to whether each state is meeting the requirements of the statute. Under IDEA, the Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is required to have in place a State Performance Plan (SPP) that evaluates the state's efforts to implement the requirements and purposes of IDEA using 20 indicators of compliance and performance. In addition, DPI must submit an Annual Performance Report (APR) detailing the state's progress or slippage in meeting the measurable and rigorous targets established in the SPP. OSEP reviews the information provided in the State's APR and SPP and other public information to determine the State's status in meeting the requirements of IDEA. On June 3, 2010, OSEP determined that Wisconsin meets the requirements of Part B of IDEA.  (http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/spp-determinations.html) (handout) 
b. 2009 Wisconsin Act 215.  2009 Wisconsin Act 215 requires schools and school districts to implement certain provisions if they are considered in need of improvement for a certain period of time or are considered low performing. The Act also authorizes the state superintendent of public instruction to intervene in a school district if they are considered in need of improvement for a certain period of time or are considered low performing. The Act requires rules to establish criteria and procedures for determining whether a school or school district is in need of improvement and whether a school is among the lowest performing 5 percent of all public schools in the state. In promulgating these rules, the state superintendent is required to consult with the school district or school board president, the school district administrator, and labor organizations representing employees of each school district that is immediately affected by the Act and legislators whose legislative districts include any portion of each school district.  (proposed rule: http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/pb/pdf/edreformpm.pdf; fiscal note: http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/pb/edreformfn.html;  hearing notice: http://www.dpi.state.wi.us/pb/pdf/edreformhn.pdf) (handout)
c. Fair Funding for Our Future.  State Superintendent Tony Evers is proposing "Fair Funding for Our Future," a framework for school finance reform. This framework provides fair, sustainable, and transparent funding for schools so that every Wisconsin child can graduate ready to succeed in further education and the workplace.  While categorical aids, including those for special education, may be reviewed as part of the reform discussion, Wisconsin must maintain state funding for special education (“maintenance of effort”). (http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sprntdnt/fairfunding.html)
d. Office of Inspector General Monitoring. On January 27, 2010, the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Inspector General (OIG), informed the Department of Public Instruction of an audit of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds awarded through Title I Part A of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, Individuals with Disability Education Act Part B, and the State Fiscal Stabilization Fund. To date, OIG has not issued an audit report.
e. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law 111-5, provides funding opportunities to public schools and libraries. Some are distributed by formula, while others take the form of competitive grants. In some cases, schools and libraries may compete with other entities for funding.  ARRA funds must be used by September 2011.  The Department is working with districts to spend wisely the remaining funds.  
f. U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights, initiatives.  Arne Duncan, Secretary of U.S. Department of Education, announced the department plans to release new guidance on civil rights for schools. (http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html)
g. Seclusion and restraint.  In Wisconsin, SB 468 (http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-468.pdf) and its companion, Assembly Bill 682, intended to prevent and reduce seclusion and restraint in schools.  They did not make it to vote before the end of the legislative session.  During Wisconsin’s next legislative session, the Department does intend to introduce legislation regarding seclusion and restraint aligned with the definitions and use of terms in the data collected by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights.  Other organizations also intend to introduce legislation on seclusion and restraint.  At the national level, federal legislation will be reintroduced and likely be identical to Representative George Miller’s (D-CA) H.R.4247, Keeping All Students Safe Act. (http://www.opencongress.org/bill/111-h4247/show)
h. Specific Learning Disabilities proposed eligibility criteria.  The Department is addressing comments offered during the spring public hearing and will forward the proposed rule to the legislature for action. (http://dpi.wi.gov/sped/ld.html)
8. Special Reports

a. Transition.  DPI measures compliance and reports to OSEP the percent of youth with IEPs aged 16 and above with an IEP that includes appropriate measurable postsecondary goals that are annually updated and based upon an age appropriate transition assessment, transition services, including courses of study, that will reasonably enable the student to meet those postsecondary goals, and annual IEP goals related to the student’s transition service needs.  There also must be evidence that the student was invited to the IEP Team meeting where transition services are to be discussed and evidence that, if appropriate, a representative of any participating agency was invited to the IEP Team meeting with the prior consent of the parent or student who has reached the age of majority. (http://www.dpi.wi.gov/sped/transition.html and http://www.wsti.org/abt.main.php) (handouts)
b. Assessment. DPI committed to adopting the Common Core Standards along with approximately 48 other states.  Wisconsin is currently one of the governing states in the SMARTER/Balanced Assessment Consortium to develop an assessment system aligned with the Common Core Standards. (http://corestandards.org/assets/ccssi-introduction.pdf and http://www.nga.org/Files/pdf/1004NGACCSSOASSESSMENTS.PDF) (handouts)
9. Council motions

a. Council considered and adopted the following motion: Based on discussion, Council will thoughtfully review considerations that will be drafted by Gary Myrah upon his return from a meeting with the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Special Education Programs.  Council will then create a recommendation that would be moved forward to the State Superintendent.
10. Old business: None.
11. New business
a. Annual Report.  Council reviewed and adopted the annual report for SY 2009-2010.
b. SY 2010-11 Meeting Schedule.  During the next school year, Council will meet on November 15, 2010 (12:00-7:00); February 11, 2011 (10:00-3:30); April 15, 2011 (10:00-3:30); and July 15, 2011 (10:00-3:30).  November meeting will be held in conjunction with the State Superintendent’s Annual Fall Leadership Conference (Marriott Madison West, 1313 John Q. Hammons Drive, Middleton, WI; 608-831-2000).  February, April, and July meetings will be held at the Department of Public Instruction (125 S. Webster Street – Room 041, Madison, WI; 608-266-1781).  
c. Election of officers.  Council elected Peggy Koehler as chair and Jenny Stonemeier as vice-chair for SY 2010-2011.
d. State Advisory Panel Website.  The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires that each State establish and maintain an advisory panel for the purpose of advising the State special education staff regarding the education of eligible children with disabilities.  The Regional Resource Centers and the Regional Parent Technical Assistance Centers collaborated on technical assistance regarding state advisory panels.  (http://www.stateadvisorypanel.org/)
e. Recognition of Council Service.  On behalf of State Superintendent Tony Evers, Dr. Petska thanked the following Council members for their service: Renee Dercks-Engels, Holly Hart, Kim Henderson, Gary Myrah, Carol Noddings Eichinger, Qyla Person, Mary Sobczak, and Lisa Wing.
12. Announcements/Adjournment

a. The Council’s next meeting will be held November 15, 2010: Business Meeting (12:00-4:00) and Public Forum (5:00-7:00) at the Marriott Madison West (1313 John Q. Hammons Drive, Middleton, WI, 608-831-2000).
b. The meeting was adjourned.

13. Materials
a. Family Voices of Wisconsin, Shared Participation: Strategies to Increase the Voice of Families from Diverse Backgrounds as Partners and Advisors (2010).
b. Letter to Gary Myrah (June 23, 2010).
c. “State Ratings in Special Education,” Education Week (July 9, 2010).
d. Wisconsin Act 215: State Superintendent intervention authority in low performing schools and districts (PowerPoint presentation).
e. “Wisconsin’s Next Steps for Assessment of Students with Disabilities” (July 16, 2010).
f. “Percentage of students with disabilities proficient or advanced” (May 4, 2010).
g. “Indicatory 13: Postsecondary Transition” (July 16, 2010).
h. Wisconsin Transition Assessment Guide.
i. Wisconsin Statewide Transition Initiative.
j. “State Trend Data” (January 28, 2010).
k. Wisconsin Community on Transition.  
l. “Wisconsin’s Post High School Outcome Survey (WPHSOS) and Indicator 14 (January 26, 2010).
m. 2011 Wisconsin Transition Conference.
n. Transition e-News (May 2010).
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