
IDEA Flow-Through and Pre-School Entitlement Carry-Over Policy:

Local educational agencies (LEAs) may carry-over up to 25% of the previous year’s entitlement without written department approval. The department will confirm in writing the actual carry-over amounts approved after receipt of final financial claims.  The entitlement is the amount of funds generated by the LEA for the fiscal year prior to the addition of carry-over or any optional adjustments. 

Exceptions to this policy may be granted under the following circumstances:

1. A written request to waive the excess of 25% carry-over policy must be received by the department no later than September 30. 

2. The waiver request includes an estimate of the anticipated carry-over amount. (Note: unless otherwise requested, the approval of the excess carry-over amount will be automatically adjusted to the actual carry-over amount, as determined by the LEA’s final financial claim). 

3. The waiver includes a statement as to the reasons for the request.

4. A plan for use of the excess carry-over funds is included.

A waiver may be granted to exceed the 25% carryover no more than once every three years, if DPI determines the request of a district is reasonable and necessary.

Policy Rationale:

The above policy provides both prudent department oversight of IDEA federal grant funding, and reasonable LEA service driven budget flexibility. It is the department’s position that all funds should be spent in the year granted.  However, it is recognized that under certain circumstances, this is not always possible. 

IDEA and Pre-School Discretionary Carry-over Policy:

Carry-over is not allowed on discretionary grants.

